
RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 


• How can London’s canals, locks and tow paths (and pubs and parks) 
be interrogated through today’s mammal behavior to speculate 10, 
100 or 1000 years into the future?


• If John Snow’s map of the Cholera pump rendered the possibility of 
humans living in densely populated cities, what map could be drawn 
to suggest an impactful but unimagined future around non-motorized 
transportation? 


• How could a design fiction be created about London’s future relying 
primarily on soundscape using found and foley sounds, instead of 
video or graphics?  


• What kind of evocative object/artifact could be designed to 
complement a heavy sound design approach to a speculative design?


• How can we point towards the complex entanglement of science, 
materials, technologies, capitalism and culture that makes up the 
matrix of modern design?


CAPTA/DATA:


• Air + water quality, Field Audio recordings, Ultra high frequencies to 
capture bats or mice laughing


• Property values, Diurnal heat changes, Algae blooms

• Quality of life relating to research in Japanese Forest Bathing,

• Numbers of vessels, commercial, pleasure, working

• Numbers of tourists, weekenders and locals,

• Numbers of cyclists, runnners, walkers, picnickers 

• Measuring users walking speed, biking speed boat, canoe speeds

• Value of trafficked goods, services etc canals to industry in time 

period base values: i.e. timber, coal, dollars, gold, cobalt, lithium 

• Hat tipping zones, (encouraged slow social zones)

• Quiet ways

• Current gentrification to spec future gentrification, i.e. old factories became dot coms, old shipping docks become luxury marinas, so what will our 

buildings become?


RESOURCES: 


Naturalist, recordist and futurist groups, Army Corps of Engineers, USGS databases, MOHAI, Pacific Science Center, ranger stations, London Sound 
Survey, Museum of London Docklands, Museum of Childhood, Live aboard community, yachting community, Pacific Science Center
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Where can I hire a bike?
There are two Bike Rental Companies along the route 
(denoted by  on the map). They charge a daily rate for 
bicycles and also rent out helmets, panniers, child seats and 
locks. In the summer months it is advisable to contact them 
beforehand as they can be busy.

Barclays Cycle Hire scheme is London’s self-service bicycle 
hire scheme. See www.tfl .gov.uk/barclayscyclehire for more 
details including how to register. Docking stations are denoted 
by  on the map.

Please note: Barclays Cycle Hire is designed for shorter 
journeys and there are currently no Barclays Cycle Hire 
docking stations east of the Design Museum ( 13 , south of 
the river) or Tobacco Dock ( 44 , north of the river). If you are 
planning to cycle the whole route then a bike rental company 
may be more suitable for you. However, for a shorter journey, 
e.g. the loop west of Tower Bridge, Barclays Cycle Hire may 
be better value.

Is the route easy to follow?
Along some sections, the tour follows signposted cycling 
routes as well as the Thames Path. However, it does not 
follow one particular route. Therefore, we recommend 
that you refer regularly to the map. We have also included 
orientation photo points, denoted by the following symbol, 
e.g. A , to help you navigate the less obvious sections. 

Other transport options
By Thames Clipper ferry (every 20 minutes, bikes free):
From Greenland Pier – to Greenwich, Canary Wharf and/or 
back to central London
From Greenwich – to Masthouse Terrace Pier, Canary Wharf 
and/or back to central London 

By Hilton Docklands Ferry (£3 pp; bikes free)
From Hilton Hotel, Rotherhithe - to Canary Wharf

By Overground train
From Greenwich Mainline Station - to central London 
NB bikes are currently not allowed on the Docklands Light 
Railway (DLR) nor the Jubilee tube line. 

Will I be cycling on roads?
The route travels along a mixture of dedicated cycle paths 
and public highways. Apart from the areas around Tower 
Bridge and London Bridge, where you should cycle carefully 
and stay very alert to cars and other vehicles, the roads are 
relatively quiet. You should of course remain alert and aware 
of your surroundings at all times.
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There are also some sections (for example in the Greenwich 
Foot Tunnel) where cycling is not permitted. These sections 
of the route are denoted on the map by a dotted line.

Is the tour suitable for children?
Yes, if they are older children who are competent cyclists, 
and comfortable with riding in traffi c on public highways. It is, 
of course, possible to walk the busy sections. The tour is not 
recommended for children under 10 years old unless they 
are carried in a child seat.  

Are there public toilet facilities along the route?
Public toilets (denoted by ) are located along the route at: 
• Gabriel’s Wharf
• Hay’s Galleria 
• London Bridge Station
• Greenwich (Discover Greenwich) 
• Canary Wharf tube station 

NB Current refurbishment works mean that the tunnel is 
closed weeknights from 9pm until 6am. Some weekend 
closures are also planned so check the following website: 
http://www.greenwich.gov.uk/Greenwich/Travel/TravelNews/
river-crossings-remain.htm. But all is not lost if the tunnel is 
closed or the lifts are out of order. In fact, it’s a great excuse 
to take the whooshy Thames Clipper across to Masthouse 
Terrace Pier on the north bank of the river (£3.20 pp; bikes 
free).

 

Lift
Steps

G

G

F

D

E

D

A

A

C

CB E F

Y

B

XZ

H I J K L M

ZX YWVUTN RP QO

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R
T

U

V
W

S

S

3

2

50

4

4

8

1

5

9

10
11

12

13

14 15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37383940

41

42

43

44

4546

47                              

48                              49                              

7

5

6

43

7

!

N











 

   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

  .
 . 

. .
 . 

. .
 . 

. .
 . 

. 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
. .

 . 
 . 

. .
 . 

. 
.  

.

 . .
 . .

 . .
 . .

   .
 . . .

 . . .
 . .

 . .
 . .

 . .
 . .

 . .
 . .

 . .
 . .

 . . 
. . . .           . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .           . . . . .         . .
 . . .

 . . 
. . 

. . 
. . 

. . 
. . 

. . 
. . 

. . 
.. . 

   .
 . . 

. . .
 . .

 . .
 . .

 .  
   .

 . .
 . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . 

. . 
. . 

. . . 
. . . . . 

. . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.

A
corn W

alk

. . 
. . 

. . . 
. . . .

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . ..

W
est Lan

e

Elephant La.

Fulford St

C
athay St                  

Ro
th

er
hi

th
e 

St
re

et

Swan Rd

Railw
ay Ave

Sa
lte

r R
oa

d 
 

B
lackfriars B

rid
g

e

Stamford Stre
et

So
ut

hw
ar

k 
B

ri
dg

e

Tooley Street

Snowsfields

Crucifix Lane D
ru

id
 S

t

Shad Thames

Chambers St

Lo
ft

ie
 S

t

Fountain Grn 

Sq

South Sea St

Rope Street

D
eptford W

harf

Bowditc
h

Grove Street

Evelyn Street

Borthwick St
Trevithick St

Dacca St

D
ep

tf
o
rd

 G
rn

 S
t

Creek Road

  
 H

or
se

fe
rr

y 
Pl

N
o
rw

ay
 S

t

Pepper Street

M
ill

h
ar

b
o
u

r

Marsh Wall

U
p
p
er

 B
an

k 
S
t

South Colonnade Sq

Westferry
Circus

Wapping High St

Newcomen St            

Union Street

R
ed

cr
os

s 
St

C
ornw

all R
oad

Upper G
round

Rotherhithe Street

Prince Street W
at

er
g
at

e 
S

t

Ferry Street

Sovereign Crescent
Pageant Crescent

Bermondsey Wall E.

Queen Elizabeth St

H
or

se
ly

dn
 L

a

To
w

er
 B

ri
d
g
e 

Ro
ad

St Thomas St

So
ut

hw
ar

k 
Br

i d
ge

 R
oa

d

Southwark Street

Union Street

The Cut

Waterloo Road 

St Katherine’s W

ay

Thom
as M

ore St

Red
rif

fe
 R

oa
d

Bermonds ey Wall E.

Roth
erh

ith

e 

Str
ee

t 

 Fo reshore

Admirals W
ay

Horseferry Road

Heron Quay

Narrow Street

Sp
ir

it
 Q

ua
y

Finland Street
G

la
m

is
 S

t

Wapping W
all

Cab le Street     
         

            
            

      Cable Street                                          
                Cable Street

Bo
ro

ug
h 

Hi g
h 

St
re

et

R
ainbow

 Q
uay

Hilton Docklands
 Pier

Greenland Dock Pier

Greenwich 
Pier

Canada Wharf Pier

Masthouse Terrace Pier

Tower PierLondon Bridge
Pier

Bankside
Pier

Potters 
Fields

R
otherhith e S

tre
e
t

R
en

ni
e 

S
t

H
op

to
n 

S
tr

ee

t

G
eorge R

o
w

Bedale St

West India Ave

Entrance to 
Greenwich 
Foot Tunnel

East Ferry R
oad

Westferry  Road

W
estferr y R

oad

N
a rr ow  Street

B
lackfriars B

rid
g

e R
oad

Roupell St

Meymott St

Berm
ondsey StreetLeathermarket St

Druid St

Tower Hill

East Smith field   

The Highway                    
              

          
           The Highway

Vaughan W
ay

Long Lane

Boro
ugh

 H
ig

h 
St

re
et

Lant Street

Lo
wer

 M
arsh

Crosswall

Gr eenwich
 H

ig

h 
Ro

ad

D
ep

tford
 H

igh S
treet

Bil l ingsgate Rd

B
ra

n
ch

 R
d

Commercial Road

C
ann

on
 S

treet R
oad

M
ino

ries

Low
er Road

E
as

t 
Fe

rr
y 

R
oa

d

M
arsha lse

a Road

 G
re

at
 S

uf
fo

lk
 S

t

Copperfield Street

Cu
rle

w
 S

t

M
IL

LW
A

LL
 IN

N
ER

 D
O

C
K

MILLWALL OUTER DOCK

RUSSIA 
DOCK

WOODLAND

MARITIME MUSEUM

OLD ROYAL HOSPITAL

GREENWICH PARK

PEPYS ESTATE

THE OLD VIC
THEATRE

GUY’S 
HOSPITAL

TOWER OF LONDON
ST KATHERINE’S 

DOCK

ORNAMENTAL CANAL

SHADWELL 
BASIN

PROSPECT 
OF WHITBY 

KING EDWARD VII
MEMORIAL PARK

LIMEHOUSE 
BASIN

WEST 
INDIA 

DOCKS

MUDCHUTE FARM

MUDCHUTE PARK

ST 
MARY’S 
CHURCH

ST
 S

AV
IO

UR’S
 

DOCK

BUTLERS 

WHARF

HMS BELFAST

BRUNEL
MUSEUM

M
ILLEN

N
IU

M
 B

R
ID

G
E

TATE MODERN

SOUTH DOCK

TOBACCO 
DOCK 

GREENLAND DOCK

STAVE
HILL

CHERRY 
GARDEN

 PIER

CITY 
HALL

GABRIEL’S WHARF

SAYES COURT
PARK

PEPYS 
PARK

CABOT
 SQ

SOUTHWARK 
CATHEDRAL

GLOBE WHARF
THE 

GRAPES

CROSS BONES
CEMETERY

THE
ANGEL

ONE CANADA 
SQUARE

ST PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL

THE 
CLINK

SOUTH DOCK

LIMEH
O

U
S

E LIN
K

ST ALFEGE’S

BOROUGH 
MARKET

LO
N

D
O

N
 B

R
ID

G
E

ISLAND

GARDENS

STATUE OF
PETER 

THE GREAT

OLD 
ROYAL NAVAL 

DOCKYARD

DEPTF
ORD C

REEK

TOWER BRIDGE

HAY’S 
GALLERIA

EDWARD III’S
MANOR HOUSE

R
EG

EN
T’

S 

WAPPING
PIER HEAD 

PALESTRA

C
A

NA
L 

O2 ARENA 
(FORMERLY THE MILLENNIUM DOME)

MILLW LL OUTE

d
H

ig
eet

Gr eeeee
wiii ch

Hig

hh
ad

ut

C ppppppppe d S

rrs

ant

e

a RRoad

tre
et

OR HOOOR HONOOR HOANO   

USEU     

cia

n
cchh

RR
dddd

LIMEHOU
BASI

E LIM

H
O

U
S

m
as

ore
St

S

w
er

Road

ARY’S’S’S 
CHHHCHURCC

WW

RU
DO
OD

A 

DDD

erh

Canary Wharf 

Tower Hill

Fenchurch St 

Waterloo 

  Heron Quays
Southwark 

Bermondsey

Rotherhithe 

Cutty Sark 

Greenwich 

Mudchute 

London Bridge 

St Paul’s 

Ew
er St Wapping 

Borough 

Canada 
Water 

Surrey Quays  

Deptford 

  Crossharbour

  South Quay

West India
Quay 

Limehouse

Shadwell

Tower
Gateway

Island
 Gardens

 ON YOUR 
BIKE

 THE LONDON 
BICYCLE 

COMPANY

D
E
S

  I
G
N

M
   U
   S
   E
   U

M

HSBC

THE OLD VIC

 

!

BARCLAYS CYCLE HIRE DOCKING STATION

PUBLIC TOILET FACILITIES

LONDON UNDERGROUND 

THAMES RIVER SERVICES

NATIONAL RAIL

HOSPITAL

BIKE RENTAL COMPANY VIEW POINT

RECOMMENDED DIRECTION 

CULTURAL CYCLING ROUTE

. . . . . . . . . . . . NO CYCLING - WALKING ONLY

A ORIENTATION PHOTO POINT

1 SITE OF INTEREST

DOCKLANDS LIGHT RAILWAY

 

LONDON OVERGROUND

0 .5 1km

!

      

. . .
 . .

 . . 
. . . 

. . . .
 . . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . . . . . 

Tooley Street

St Thomas StBor
ou

gh
 H

ig
h 

St

London Bridge
Pier

Bedale S t

C l ink S t

Montague Close

Stoney Stree t

WinchesterWalk

C
at

h
ed

ra
l 

S
t

Tooley Street

Queen’s Walk

Park S
tr eet

SOUTHWARK 
CATHEDRAL

THE CLINK 
PRISON MUSEUM

BOROUGH
MARKET

THE GOLDEN 
HINDE

LO
N

D
O

N
 B

R
ID

G
E

London Bridge 

 ON YOUR 
BIKE

Where can I hire a bike?
There are two Bike Rental Companies along the route 
(denoted by  on the map). They charge a daily rate for 
bicycles and also rent out helmets, panniers, child seats and 
locks. In the summer months it is advisable to contact them 
beforehand as they can be busy.

Barclays Cycle Hire scheme is London’s self-service bicycle 
hire scheme. See www.tfl .gov.uk/barclayscyclehire for more 
details including how to register. Docking stations are denoted 
by  on the map.

Please note: Barclays Cycle Hire is designed for shorter 
journeys and there are currently no Barclays Cycle Hire 
docking stations east of the Design Museum ( 13 , south of 
the river) or Tobacco Dock ( 44 , north of the river). If you are 
planning to cycle the whole route then a bike rental company 
may be more suitable for you. However, for a shorter journey, 
e.g. the loop west of Tower Bridge, Barclays Cycle Hire may 
be better value.

Is the route easy to follow?
Along some sections, the tour follows signposted cycling 
routes as well as the Thames Path. However, it does not 
follow one particular route. Therefore, we recommend 
that you refer regularly to the map. We have also included 
orientation photo points, denoted by the following symbol, 
e.g. A , to help you navigate the less obvious sections. 

Other transport options
By Thames Clipper ferry (every 20 minutes, bikes free):
From Greenland Pier – to Greenwich, Canary Wharf and/or 
back to central London
From Greenwich – to Masthouse Terrace Pier, Canary Wharf 
and/or back to central London 

By Hilton Docklands Ferry (£3 pp; bikes free)
From Hilton Hotel, Rotherhithe - to Canary Wharf

By Overground train
From Greenwich Mainline Station - to central London 
NB bikes are currently not allowed on the Docklands Light 
Railway (DLR) nor the Jubilee tube line. 

Will I be cycling on roads?
The route travels along a mixture of dedicated cycle paths 
and public highways. Apart from the areas around Tower 
Bridge and London Bridge, where you should cycle carefully 
and stay very alert to cars and other vehicles, the roads are 
relatively quiet. You should of course remain alert and aware 
of your surroundings at all times.
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There are also some sections (for example in the Greenwich 
Foot Tunnel) where cycling is not permitted. These sections 
of the route are denoted on the map by a dotted line.

Is the tour suitable for children?
Yes, if they are older children who are competent cyclists, 
and comfortable with riding in traffi c on public highways. It is, 
of course, possible to walk the busy sections. The tour is not 
recommended for children under 10 years old unless they 
are carried in a child seat.  

Are there public toilet facilities along the route?
Public toilets (denoted by ) are located along the route at: 
• Gabriel’s Wharf
• Hay’s Galleria 
• London Bridge Station
• Greenwich (Discover Greenwich) 
• Canary Wharf tube station 

NB Current refurbishment works mean that the tunnel is 
closed weeknights from 9pm until 6am. Some weekend 
closures are also planned so check the following website: 
http://www.greenwich.gov.uk/Greenwich/Travel/TravelNews/
river-crossings-remain.htm. But all is not lost if the tunnel is 
closed or the lifts are out of order. In fact, it’s a great excuse 
to take the whooshy Thames Clipper across to Masthouse 
Terrace Pier on the north bank of the river (£3.20 pp; bikes 
free).

 

Lift
Steps

G

G

F

D

E

D

A

A

C

CB E F

Y

B

XZ

H I J K L M

ZX YWVUTN RP QO

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R
T

U

V
W

S

S

3

2

50

4

4

8

1

5

9

10
11

12

13

14 15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37383940

41

42

43

44

4546

47                              

48                              49                              

7

5

6

43

7

!

N

London’s System of Canal, 
Waterways and Locks
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 


• How can London’s canals, locks and tow paths (and pubs and parks) be interrogated through 
today’s mammal behavior to speculate 10, 100 or 1000 years into the future?


• If John Snow’s map of the Cholera pump rendered the possibility of humans living in densely 
populated cities, what map could be drawn to suggest an impactful but unimagined future around 
non-motorized transportation? 


• How could a design fiction be created about London’s future relying primarily on soundscape using 
found and foley sounds, instead of video or graphics?  


• What kind of evocative object/artifact could be designed to complement a heavy sound design 
approach to a speculative design?


• How can we point towards the complex entanglement of science, materials, technologies, 
capitalism and culture that makes up the matrix of modern design?



 

CAPTA/DATA:


• Air + water quality, Field Audio recordings, Ultra high frequencies to capture bats or mice 
laughing


• Property values, Diurnal heat changes, Algae blooms

• Quality of life relating to research in Japanese Forest Bathing,

• Numbers of vessels, commercial, pleasure, working

• Numbers of tourists, weekenders and locals,

• Numbers of cyclists, runnners, walkers, picnickers 

• Measuring users walking speed, biking speed boat, canoe speeds

• Value of trafficked goods, services etc canals to industry in time period base values: i.e. 

timber, coal, dollars, gold, cobalt, lithium 

• Hat tipping zones, (encouraged slow social zones)

• Quiet ways

• Current gentrification to spec future gentrification, i.e. old factories became dot coms, old 

shipping docks become luxury marinas, so what will our buildings become?




RESOURCES: 


Naturalist, recordist and futurist groups, 

Army Corps of Engineers, USGS databases, 

MOHAI, Pacific Science Center, Ranger stations, 

London Sound Survey, Museum of London Docklands, Museum 
of Childhood

Live aboard community, 

Yachting community,


